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Six Gwinnett teachers competing for county’s top honor    
     
     The list of Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) teachers vying for the  

2008 Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year (TOTY) title has been narrowed down to 

six finalists. Two elementary teachers, three at the middle school level, and one high 

school educator are competing for the county’s top honor. One of these six veteran 

educators will become Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year at a banquet on Nov. 1, 2007, at 

6:30 p.m. at the Gwinnett Center. All 105 local school winners will be honored that 

night. 

     A committee selected the six finalists from a field of 20 semifinalists. As the final 

element of the judging process, the selection committee will observe the six teachers in 

their classrooms. During the visit, the committee will look for original teaching 

methods, how the teacher demonstrates his/her philosophy of teaching, and special 

class projects. Committee members also will conduct interviews with the finalists. 

     This year’s finalists are:  

 

Mandy Collins, a K-5 gifted program teacher at McKendree Elementary.  

    Mandy Collins has taught for more than two decades, the last nine years with 

Gwinnett County Public Schools. She joined the school system and McKendree 

Elementary in August of 1998 as a fourth grade teacher. She has been a gifted program 

teacher for grades K-5 since 2001. Her career in education started more than a decade 

earlier in 1986, as a teacher in Bristol, England. Mrs. Collins holds a bachelor’s degree 

in Early Childhood Education and a master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction, 

both from State University of New York Fredonia. 

     Mrs. Collins has demonstrated leadership inside the classroom, and in her school 

community. She currently serves on the Gifted Curriculum Revision Committee, where 

she works with other educators to align gifted standards with the school system’s 

Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum. She is passionate about 

environmental education, which is why she donates her time to the Gwinnett Clean & 

Beautiful Education Steering Committee. Through this committee, she has been able to 

include McKendree Elementary students and teachers in several beautification projects.   

 

--More— 

 



Mitzi Ethridge, a K-5 gifted program teacher at Margaret Winn Holt Elementary  

     Mitzi Ethridge joined Gwinnett County Public Schools in 1986 after a one-year 

teaching stint in Arizona. Between 1986 and 1996, she taught fourth and fifth grade at 

Pharr, Rebecca Minor, and Mountain Park elementary schools. She moved to the field 

of gifted education while teaching at Mountain Park Elementary (1994-1996), and 

subsequently taught at Simonton Elementary (1996-2004) and Margaret Winn Holt 

Elementary (2004-present). Ms. Ethridge holds three degrees in Middle Grades 

Education. She earned her bachelor’s and specialist’s degrees from Mercer University, 

and her master’s degree from Emory University. 

     A true believer that all children can learn, Ms. Ethridge played a key role in 

developing a program to improve English proficiency with higher order thinking 

English Language Learners (ELL) students. The “Brain Buddies” program develops 

critical thinking and an empathetic heart.   

--- 

Martha Brick, an 8th grade science and mathematics teacher at Five Forks 

Middle   

     An educator for two decades, Martha Brick started her teaching career with 

Gwinnett County Public Schools as a science and mathematics teacher at Annistown 

Elementary (1987-1988). From 1989 to 1993 she taught at Tilson Elementary. She later 

returned to Gwinnett in 1993 joining Five Forks Middle as a science and mathematics 

teacher where she has taught ever since. Mrs. Brick holds a bachelor’s degree in 

Education from Georgia State University, and a master’s in Secondary Science from 

Mercer University.   

     In addition to teaching middle schoolers, Mrs. Brick also enjoys teaching adult 

students, in the classroom and in the community. She has taught science to her 

colleagues as part of a science staff development activity. When she is not at school, 

this Tae Kwon Do black-belt instructor teaches martial arts and self defense to women 

and children. Mrs. Brick believes being actively involved in the community, is 

important in maintaining the quality of life.  
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Doug Callahan, a 7th grade mathematics teacher at Glenn C. Jones Middle. 

     Doug Callahan has dedicated his entire career in education to teaching mathematics. 

He entered the teaching field in 1996, joining Gwinnett two years later in 1998. He 

started his GCPS career teaching sixth grade mathematics at Lanier Middle  

(1998-2004) and is currently in his third year teaching at Glenn C. Jones Middle.  

Mr. Callahan holds three degrees in education. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 

Middle Grades Education from the University of Georgia (UGA), a master’s degree 

from Georgia State University also in Middle Grades Education, and a specialist’s 

degree from the University of Georgia (UGA) in Mathematics Education.    

     A leader in staff development, Mr. Callahan has played a key role in aligning the 

Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum with the Georgia Performance 

Standards curriculum in middle grades mathematics. In order to support the updated 

AKS, he wrote lesson plans for sixth grade mathematics, and led a team of writers to 

create the 7th grade plans. (Both sets are available to mathematics teachers  

System wide.) Mr. Callahan serves as co-president of the Georgia chapter of the 

Children’s Cardiomyopathy Foundation.   

--- 

Joey Nunn, an 8th grade physical science teacher at Frank N. Osborne Middle    

     Joey Nunn joined Gwinnett County Public Schools in 2004, teaching earth and 

physical sciences at Frank N. Osborne Middle. A teacher who also loves learning,  

Mr. Nunn holds a bachelor’s degree and four master’s degrees. He earned a bachelor’s 

degree in Speech from Western Kentucky University. A year later, he earned his first 

master’s degree in Communication also from Western Kentucky University. He 

finished his second master’s degree in Human and Health Performance from Austin 

Peay State University shortly after. He later worked on earning his third and fourth 

master’s degrees simultaneously at Murray State University. He earned one master’s 

degree in Recreation and Leisure Services, and his fourth in Organizational 

Communication. While at Austin Peay, Mr. Nunn earned his teaching certification. In 

2008, he will begin studies toward a specialist’s degree from Lincoln Memorial 

University.  

    Having earned more than 730 staff development hours, Mr. Nunn says the most 

meaningful has been his participation in the JASON Academy/PISA program. It allows 

him to further expand his knowledge while incorporating lessons and activities he can 

use in his class. 
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     Mr. Nunn shares his science knowledge with others in the community, serving as a 

volunteer at the Georgia Aquarium. He is able to interact with researchers and the 

animals they study and become involved with conservation efforts. But most 

importantly, his services at the aquarium allow for him to bring information back to 

Frank N. Osborne Middle and share it with his students.   

--- 

Greg Field, an advanced placement calculus teacher at Grayson High   

     Greg Field started his teaching career on the other side of the world as a 

mathematics, chemistry, physics, and English teacher in a small village in Kenya. He 

joined the school system and Grayson High in 2004. Mr. Field holds a bachelor’s 

degree in Mathematics from the University of Notre Dame, and a master’s degree in 

Curriculum and Instruction from Wichita State University. 

     In addition to teaching his scheduled classes, Mr. Field shares his teaching strategies 

with colleagues. As the number of students taking advanced placement calculus 

continues to grow at his school, he meets daily with his co-instructors to share best 

practices to ensure all students are academically successful. Mr. Field also has taken a 

leadership role at several school system staff development activities.  

--- 

     Three of these six finalists will be designated as the elementary, middle, and high 

school teachers of the year. (As the only finalist at the high school level, Mr. Field  

automatically becomes the winner at that level.) The county winner will be selected 

from among the three level winners and will go on to represent the county in the 

Georgia TOTY competition. 

     Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year will receive a yearly award of $1,000 and the other 

level winners will each receive $750 yearly, as long as they are employed with GCPS.    

     The other three finalists will receive a one-time award of $500, and each local 

school winner will receive a one-time award of $200. 

 

---30--- 


