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Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)
has developed an accountability system for
improving schools called the Results-Based
Evaluation System (RBES). RBES fairly and
systematically measures a school’s progress,
providing a process that clearly communicates
expectations; reviews, monitors, and supports
school performance; and evaluates that
performance.

Nancy Martin, Area Superintendent
The Jones Middle school council and
school leaders collaborated on the highlights
included in this accountability report, which
also serves as the school’s annual report. The
report provides consolidated information on
the school’s effectiveness, based on multiple
measures and student characteristics. Please
review this report to learn more about the
school’s improvement efforts and progress.

Key Results from 2011–12 Local School Plans for Improvement
Local School Plans for Improvement are plans developed locally by school administrators,
teachers, and parent advisory groups. These plans outline school goals.
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Goal: To increase the percentage of students performing in the Meets Standards or Exceeds
Standards ranges on the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT).

Principal’s Message

Results: In 2011–12, our teachers developed daily instructional units and assessments that
challenged our students to develop a deeper understanding of the Academic Knowledge and
Skills (AKS) curriculum. While the number of our students exceeding the state standard for
performance in all subject areas is high, we believe our students can achieve at higher levels
within the Meets and Exceeds ranges. To help us achieve this goal, we will place greater focus
on reading, discussion, and writing; provide greater instructional rigor; and develop openended assessment questions.

Staff Data

Goal: To develop our students’ reading, writing, mathematical, and thinking capacities by
including writing in all subjects and developing open-ended/written responses on assessments.
Results: Our 8th grade students participate in a practice writing assessment in August, scored
by the Georgia Center for Assessment at the University of Georgia (GCA/UGA). This information helps our teachers plan instruction to support writing development in areas needing
improvement prior to the statewide writing assessment in January. Our 7th graders also participate in a practice writing assessment scored by the GCA/UGA. In 2012–13, we plan to have all
three grade levels participate in a scored practice writing assessment.

2011–12 Highlights
Student Data
School Safety
Perceptions

Tell us what
you think about
this report.
Click here to
complete a
questionnaire
online.

Gwinnett schools measure student learning of the school system’s curriculum— the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS)— in a
number of ways to ensure students have learned the AKS and will be successful in the next grade. One measure is the state’s CriterionReferenced Competency Tests (CRCT), which compares student achievement to state standards in several subject areas for grades 3–8.
Georgia students in grade 8 also take a state writing assessment. Test results are used by teachers to identify individual student strengths
and weaknesses and by the state to gauge the quality of education throughout Georgia.
2011–12 Results: Gwinnett County Public Schools Promotion Requirements (Grades 7 and 8)
In Gwinnett, state tests taken in 7th grade are used as Gateway assessments and results are used to determine whether a
student is prepared for the next grade level. Following are results for Jones Middle for these local promotion requirements.

Grade 7 Gateway: Language Arts, Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies CRCT Subtests
For 2011–12, a Gwinnett 7th grader was required to meet grade-level expectations on the CRCT in five subject areas—
language arts, reading, mathematics, science, and social studies— in order to earn promotion. Students’ test performance on
the Grade 7 Gateway falls into three levels of mastery of the state’s curriculum: Exceeds, Meets, Does Not Meet.
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Grade 8 Gateway: Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment
In addition to earning passing grades, GCPS 8th graders were required to make a
passing score on the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, which is a Gateway test
in Gwinnett. This chart reflects how well Jones Middle’s students did on the test in
2011–12, with 96% of Jones 8th graders passing the writing Gateway on the first try.
(Data reflects achievement of all students, including special education students and
students with limited English proficiency.)
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2011–12 Results: State Promotion Requirements (Grade 8)
The state also has established promotion requirements for selected
grade levels. The table at the right reflects the percentage of Jones
Middle students in grade 8 who met grade-level expectations on the
state’s CRCT in order to earn promotion.

% of Students Who Passed CRCT Subtests Required for Promotion*
8th Grade Reading CRCT
8th Grade Math CRCT

Jones
99
96

GCPS
98
85

State
96
77

*Reflects spring administration

2011–12 Results: Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) and Adequate Yearly Progress
While Georgia no longer uses CRCT results for grades 6–8 to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status under the
federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), the results, separated by student subgroup, do show a school’s progress toward closing
the achievement gap between groups of students. The graphs below indicate the percentage of students meeting or exceeding state
standards in reading/English language arts and mathematics. See below to learn more about how the state will measure progress
toward academic performance goals, starting with 2013 test results.
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Note: In charts above, only subgroups with 10 or more students are reported. The charts above reflect an average for grades 6–8 of spring and
summer test administrations of the CRCT.

Georgia Moves to Performance Index as Measure of Progress
In February 2012, federal education officials approved Georgia’s newly developed College and Career Ready Performance Index
(CCRPI) to replace the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) measure under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. Under
the waiver granted by the U.S. Department of Education, Georgia’s new performance index replaces provisions of NCLB.
(The formal name for federal education reform is the Elementary and Secondary Education Act or ESEA.) Starting with 2013
results, the index will measure progress on accountability indicators such as content mastery, student attendance, and preparation
for the next school level. Indicators vary by grade and school level and align with measures of college- and career-readiness.
While the waiver removes the requirement that all students be proficient in reading and math by 2014, the CCRPI will assess how
well students are prepared for college and careers and ensures that schools will be focused on improving achievement among all
students. Parents will learn more about how our school measures up on the new index with next year’s school accountability report.
A Message from the Principal About Student Achievement and Academic Initiatives
Our school evaluation for 2011–12— the Weighted School Assessment (WSA)— affirmed our efforts to help our students
develop greater sophistication in reading, writing, and mathematical thinking. Our WSA total improved more than 8 percentage points over the previous year, the largest increase among the 26 GCPS middle schools, earning a “Top 5” ranking. While
we are proud of our students’ and staff’s efforts, we believe that we can do even better. Closer alignment between our school
goal to increase our reading, writing, and mathematical achievement and our teachers’ classroom instructional strategies in
those areas should pay dividends in even higher achievement in 2012–13.
With changes to the 8th grade Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS), a nationally norm-referenced assessment, it is not possible
to compare 2012 achievement with results in previous years. However, comparing ITBS results to predicted scores (based on
results of the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT)), we see that average ITBS scores exceeded predicted levels of performance in
math (by 5 percentile points), social studies (by 4 points), and science (by 6 points). The average for English/language arts was
slightly below the expected score (by 1 percentile point), affirming our clear focus on reading and writing!
On the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, we achieved the highest percentage of students scoring in the Exceeds Standards range in our school’s history— evidence that our focus on writing is paying off! Jones 8th grade students also demonstrated particularly strong CRCT performance in language arts, reading, and social studies. Our 7th graders posted strong
performances in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies, while our 6th graders posted strong results in reading
and social studies. We saw good results at every level, and we can do even better.
It is important to note that Jones students receive world-class instruction in the musical arts and their performances in
concerts, auditions, and festivals consistently rate as superior. This, too, is significant achievement.

Jones Middle School

The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence
in academic knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student,
resulting in measured improvement against
local, national, and world-class standards.
Jones Middle School
3575 Ridge Road • Buford, GA, 30519
(770) 904-5450 • www.glennjonesms.org
Dr. Richard Holland, Principal
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Other 2011–12 Highlights...
• JMS earned the Results-Based Evaluation System (RBES) Grant
Award for “Positive School Effect” on student achievement.
• Our student musical this year was “Beauty and the Beast,”
directed by Choral Director Debbie Fritz.
• Dr. Tonya Millsap, band director, received the prestigious
National Band Association’s “Citation of Excellence” award for
her contributions to music education.
• Our School Council hosted more than 100 students during its
3rd annual Student Leadership Workshop.
• Art Teacher Heidi Creed was honored by ArtWorks! Gwinnett
for her contributions to art education.
• The JMS Honor Band performed at the UGA Middle School
Band Festival (Dr. Millsap’s fourth band to do so) and at
Kennesaw State University for the National Band Directors’
Conference.
• Our Student Advisement Program, themed “Pay It Forward,”
used a video lesson format and was very well received by our
students.
• The Student Leadership Academy’s “Pay It Forward” canned
food drive supported the Hamilton Mill Community Food
Bank.
• Thirteen Chorus students earned All-State recognition, the most
in our history.
• Two JMS Robotics teams passed the qualifier round and
competed in the Super Regional tournament.
• Dr. Eddie Maresh, principal of Creekland Middle School and
former JMS assistant principal, received the annual Glenn C.
Jones Legacy Award.
• Our 6th grade math teacher Randy Shook, received the annual
Glenn C. Jones Spirit Award.
• Our 7th grade gifted social studies teacher Susan Oates was
selected as our 2011 Teacher of the Year.
• Our special education department led our campaign to demonstrate respect and sensitivity for citizens with special needs
through the “Erase the ‘R’ Word” project.
• Public speaking and writing teacher Catalina Kreider orchestrated the Student Mentor Etiquette Banquet for students,
parents, and staff.
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2011–12 Student Data
Enrollment
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School Safety Perceptions
Based on responses from those with an opinion
responding to the 2011–12 RBES Perception
Survey…
• 81.3% of students agreed or strongly agreed that
they felt safe at Jones Middle.
• 96.4% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that
their child’s school was safe.
Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Rd., NW • Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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