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Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS)
has developed an accountability system for
improving schools called the Results-Based
Evaluation System (RBES). RBES fairly and
systematically measures a school’s progress,
providing a process that clearly communicates
expectations; reviews, monitors, and supports
school performance; and evaluates that
performance.

Dr. Jonathan Patterson, Area Superintendent
The Radloff Middle school council and
school leaders collaborated on the highlights
included in this accountability report, which
also serves as the school’s annual report. The
report provides consolidated information on
the school’s effectiveness, based on multiple
measures and student characteristics. Please
review this report to learn more about the
school’s improvement efforts and progress.

Key Results from 2011–12 Local School Plans for Improvement
Local School Plans for Improvement are plans developed locally by school administrators,
teachers, and parent advisory groups. These plans outline school goals.
Goal: To improve mathematics achievement for all student subgroups.
Results: While we experienced a slight increase in the percentage of students who did not meet
standards on the state’s Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), we also saw an increase
in the percentage of students exceeding standards. This suggests that we are continuously making
progress, pushing students toward high levels of achievement. We saw a 5-point increase in the
average score in math overall, and a 4-point increase in the percentage of 7th graders exceeding
standards (Level 3). We continue to closely monitor interventions for students who have not
been successful in mastering grade-level content in math.
Goal: To improve language arts achievement for all student subgroups.
Results: For the third consecutive year, we have seen an increase in the average score on the
CRCT English language arts subtest. This is especially encouraging with the significant number
of English language learners we serve. We saw a 5-point increase in the average score overall, and a
6-point decrease in the percentage of 8th graders not meeting standards in English language arts.
Goal: To improve science achievement for all student subgroups.
Results: For the fifth consecutive year, we have seen an increase in the average score on the CRCT
science subtest. We posted an impressive 11-point increase in the average score overall, and the
percentage of 8th graders exceeding grade-level expectations jumped 15 points. While 8th grade
gains were most dramatic, our overall achievement level in science has been very consistent.
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Gwinnett schools measure student learning of the school system’s curriculum— the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS)— in a
number of ways to ensure students have learned the AKS and will be successful in the next grade. One measure is the state’s CriterionReferenced Competency Tests (CRCT), which compares student achievement to state standards in several subject areas for grades 3–8.
Georgia students in grade 8 also take a state writing assessment. Test results are used by teachers to identify individual student strengths
and weaknesses and by the state to gauge the quality of education throughout Georgia.
2011–12 Results: Gwinnett County Public Schools Promotion Requirements (Grades 7 and 8)
In Gwinnett, state tests taken in 7th grade are used as Gateway assessments and results are used to determine whether a
student is prepared for the next grade level. Following are results for Radloff Middle for these local promotion requirements.

Grade 7 Gateway: Language Arts, Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies CRCT Subtests
For 2011–12, a Gwinnett 7th grader was required to meet grade-level expectations on the CRCT in five subject areas—
language arts, reading, mathematics, science, and social studies— in order to earn promotion. Students’ test performance on
the Grade 7 Gateway falls into three levels of mastery of the state’s curriculum: Exceeds, Meets, Does Not Meet.
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Grade 8 Gateway: Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment
In addition to earning passing grades, GCPS 8th graders were required to make a
passing score on the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, which is a Gateway test
in Gwinnett. This chart reflects how well Radloff Middle’s students did on the test in
2011–12, with 87% of Radloff 8th graders passing the writing Gateway on the first
try. (Data reflects achievement of all students, including special education students and
students with limited English proficiency.)
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2011–12 Results: State Promotion Requirements (Grade 8)
The state also has established promotion requirements for selected
grade levels. The table at the right reflects the percentage of Radloff
Middle students in grade 8 who met grade-level expectations on the
state’s CRCT in order to earn promotion.

% of Students Who Passed CRCT Subtests Required for Promotion*
8th Grade Reading CRCT
8th Grade Math CRCT

Radloff
95
74

GCPS
98
85

State
96
77

*Reflects spring administration

2011–12 Results: Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) and Adequate Yearly Progress
While Georgia no longer uses CRCT results for grades 6–8 to determine Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status under the
federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), the results, separated by student subgroup, do show a school’s progress toward
closing the achievement gap between groups of students. The graphs below indicate the percentage of students meeting or
exceeding state standards in reading/English language arts and mathematics. See below to learn more about how the state will
measure progress toward academic performance goals, starting with 2013 test results.
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Note: In charts above, only subgroups with 10 or more students are reported. The charts above reflect an average for grades 6–8 of spring and
summer test administrations of the CRCT.

Georgia Moves to Performance Index as Measure of Progress
In February 2012, federal education officials approved Georgia’s newly developed College and Career Ready Performance Index
(CCRPI) to replace the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) measure under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. Under
the waiver granted by the U.S. Department of Education, Georgia’s new performance index replaces provisions of NCLB.
(The formal name for federal education reform is the Elementary and Secondary Education Act or ESEA.) Starting with 2013
results, the index will measure progress on accountability indicators such as content mastery, student attendance, and preparation
for the next school level. Indicators vary by grade and school level and align with measures of college- and career-readiness.
While the waiver removes the requirement that all students be proficient in reading and math by 2014, the CCRPI will assess how
well students are prepared for college and careers and ensures that schools will be focused on improving achievement among all
students. Parents will learn more about how our school measures up on the new index with next year’s school accountability report.
A Message from the Principal About Student Achievement and Academic Initiatives
We are extremely proud of the consistent gains we have made in all areas from year to year. Our students and teachers have
high expectations for academic achievement and readily approach each year with a newfound energy and focus.
We have made significant adjustments and refinements to our grade-level team meetings by content area to ensure that we
maximize our teachers’ planning time. During these meetings, teachers share effective strategies, review and adjust instructional
calendars, and analyze student data. Team meetings have been a critical component in the successes we have experienced in
increasing student achievement. For example, the impressive gains that the school posted in 8th grade science were the result
of frequent and highly effective collaborative efforts during Science Team meetings. To maximize the benefit of the content
team meetings, we expanded our professional learning program to ensure we have the appropriate supports in place to improve
teaching effectiveness.
To assist us in addressing the recent lack of progress in improving our math achievement results, we continued to allocate
100% of our Extended Learning Time (ELT) class toward additional math instruction. With this focus, every teacher in the
building teaches a Math ELT class during the morning. Having every teacher engaged in this activity allows us to maintain
very small student-to-teacher ratios. This allows for more intensive “one-on-one” remediation and intervention for students.
Because we experienced a 5-point increase in the average score for the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, we have expanded our use of a mock writing assessment, which is coordinated by University of Georgia professor Kevin R. Raczynski. This
practice session allows students to write essays to prompts, receiving feedback to help improve writing performance in preparation for the required state test laster in the spring. Last year, Radloff posted a 2-point gain in the average score on this practice
writing assessment. In order to improve the performance even further this year, we administered the mock writing assessment
to our 7th graders as well, providing their teachers with baseline data as students transition to the 8th grade in the fall.

Radloff Middle School

The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence
in academic knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student,
resulting in measured improvement against
local, national, and world-class standards.
Radloff Middle School
3939 Shackleford Road • Duluth, GA, 30096
(678) 245-3400 • www.radloffmiddle.com
Al Taylor, Principal
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Other 2011–12 Highlights...
• For the third year in a row, we hosted Junior Achievement (JA)
Days for each grade level. During the JA event, volunteers shared
their career insights and provided students with information
about various opportunities available to them.
• Our first annual Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration included
authentic Hispanic cuisine, music, dance, and cultural activities.
The celebration was a huge success and a great event for the entire
community.
• Our annual Science Night was very successful with more than
400 students and 250 parents participating in a night full of
engaging science displays and activities.
• The Georgia Tech Women in Engineering Student Ambassador
program sent a group of engineering majors to speak to our
Engineering class about STEM-related careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
• Radloff was the featured school of the week in March for the
Fox5 “High5 Field Trip.”
• We launched the inaugural LRMS Leadership Academy for teachers who aspire to transition into administrative positions.
• One of our 8th grade students won the Metro Water District
Essay Contest. On hand to present the award were Charlotte
Nash, chairman of the Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners, and Louise Radloff, the District V School Board member for
whom our school is named.
• Science Teacher April Mitchell was selected out of a pool of applicants to participate in the Teachers as Leaders (TAL) program.
• Radloff Middle was honored with the 90 Club Award at the
district level. This award recognizes students’ outstanding
performance on state-required End of Course Tests (EOCT) for
designated high school courses. Students in our accelerated science
program took a high-school level class— Physical Science— that
requires the EOCT. Of accelerated science students taking the tests,
90% of the students met or exceeded standards on the EOCT.
• Jeanne Johnson-Whatley, director of community outreach for
Devry University, spent the day at our school for the Principal for
a Day program.
• In collaboration with All Pro Dads, we held monthly breakfast
meetings to increase and encourage parental involvement.

40
30
20
10
0

0−5

6−10

11−15

16−20

21−25

26+

Years of Experience

2011–12 Student Data
Enrollment
+American Indian/Alaskan Native*
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+Black/African American*
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+Multiracial, two or more races*
+Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander*
+White*
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12%
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96%

*Not Hispanic or Latino

School Safety Perceptions
Based on responses from those with an opinion
responding to the 2011–12 RBES Perception
Survey…
• 79.1% of students agreed or strongly agreed that
they felt safe at Radloff Middle.
• 93.5% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that
their child’s school was safe.
Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Rd., NW • Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
2012 Gwinnett County Board of Education
Louise Radloff, 2012 Chairman;
Carole C. Boyce, 2012 Vice Chairman;
Dr. Robert McClure; Dr. Mary Kay Murphy; and Daniel D. Seckinger
J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

