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Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) 
has developed an accountability system for 
improving schools called the Results-Based 
Evaluation System (RBES). RBES fairly and 
systematically measures a school’s progress, 
providing a process that clearly communicates 
expectations; reviews, monitors, and supports 
school performance; and evaluates that perfor-
mance.

The Norcross Elementary school council and 
school leaders collaborated on the highlights 
included in this accountability report, which 
also serves as the school’s annual report. The 
report provides consolidated information on 
the school’s effectiveness, based on multiple 
measures and student characteristics. Please 
review this report to learn more about the 
school’s improvement efforts and progress.
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Local School Plans for Improvement are plans developed locally by school administrators, 
teachers, and parent advisory groups. These plans outline school goals.

Goal: To improve academic performance through rigorous instruction for all students in literacy, 
mathematics, and science. 

Results: For the ninth consecutive year, Norcross Elementary School made Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP). Our students continue to demonstrate progress in literacy, mathematics, and 
science. 

• Literacy: During the 2010–11 school year, 89% of our students in grades 3–5 met or exceeded 
standards on the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) in reading and 91% of 
those students met or exceeded the standard in language arts. Notably, there was a 19% 
increase in the Exceeds Standards category for reading compared to the previous year.

• Mathematics: There was an 18% increase in the Exceeds Standards category on the CRCT in 
grades 3–5. The overall percentage for the Meets and Exceeds Standards categories was 82%. 
In addition, our 4th grade students increased their percentage points from 74% to 85%, while 
5th grade students increased their percentage points from 80% to 86%. 

• Science: Fourth grade students are required to meet grade-level expectations on the CRCT 
for science as a promotion requirement. Eighty-one percent (81%) of our 4th grade students 
met or exceeded the standard in science. Overall, students in grades 3–5 demonstrated a 9% 
increase in the Exceeds Standards category in science.

Key Results from 2010–11 Local School Plans for Improvement

Tell us what 
you think about 

this report.

Click here to 
complete a 

questionnaire 
online.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/accountabilityreportfeedback


Grade 4 Gateway: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Reading CRCT Subtests
For 2010–11, a Gwinnett 4th grader was required to meet grade-level expectations on the CRCT in five subject areas— 

language arts, reading, mathematics, science, and social studies— in order to earn promotion. Students’ test performance on 

Grade 5 Gateway: Georgia Grade 5 Writing Assessment
In addition to earning passing grades, GCPS 5th graders were required to make a passing 

score on the Georgia Grade 5 Writing Assessment, which is a Gateway test in Gwinnett. This 
chart reflects how well Norcross Elementary’s students did on the test in 2010–11, with 86% 
of Norcross 5th graders passing the writing Gateway on the first try. (Data reflects achieve-
ment of all students, including special education students and students with limited English 
who were not required to pass the Gateway for promotion.)

Gwinnett schools measure student learning of the school system’s curriculum— the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS)— in a 
number of ways to ensure students have learned the AKS and will be successful in the next grade. One measure is the state’s Criterion-
Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), which compares student achievement to state standards in several subject areas for grades 3–8. 
Georgia students in grades 3 and 5 also take a state writing assessment. Test results are used by teachers to identify individual student 
strengths and weaknesses and by the state to gauge the quality of education throughout Georgia. 

2010–11 Results: Gwinnett County Public Schools Promotion Requirements (Grades 4 and 5)
In Gwinnett, state tests taken in grades 4 and 5 are used as Gateway assessments and results are used to determine whether 

a student is prepared for the next grade level. Following are results for Norcross Elementary for these local promotion require-
ments. 

2010–11 Results: Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests and Adequate Yearly Progress 
Schools earn Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status by meeting a series of performance goals that every school, system, 

and the state as a whole must achieve under the federal No Child Left Behind Act. In Georgia, AYP for elementary schools 
is determined using results from the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) in reading/English language arts and 
mathematics. These tests measure the knowledge and skills of students by assessing how well students have learned the state’s 
curriculum. To make AYP, elementary schools must meet state-set student achievement goals and attendance standards for 
all students, and for all subgroups that have 40 or more students or 10% of the students in grades 3–5, whichever is greater 
(with a 75-student cap). In addition, schools must test 95% of all students and of all subgroups with 40 or more students. 
Georgia reports achievement scores for every subgroup with 10 or more students. However, the state only considers results for 
subgroups that meet the state-set minimum number of students in determining a school’s AYP status.

See the table at the top of the next page for a detailed breakdown of Norcross CRCT achievement in each AYP subgroup.
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2010–11 Results: State Promotion Requirements (Grades 3 and 5)
The state also has established promotion requirements for selected 

grade levels. The table at the right reflects the percentage of Norcross 
Elementary students in grades 3 and 5 who met grade-level expectations 
on the state’s CRCT in order to earn promotion. 

the Grade 4 Gateway 
falls into 
three levels of 
mastery of the 
state’s curricu-
lum: Exceeds, 
Meets, Does 
Not Meet.
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% of Students Who Passed CRCT Subtests Required for Promotion*

*Reflects spring administration

Norcross GCPS State
3rd Grade Reading CRCT 88 94 91
5th Grade Reading CRCT 90 94 91
5th Grade Math CRCT 86 93 87
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Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding State Standards

A Message from the Principal About Student Achievement and Academic Initiatives

Norcross Elementary AYP Results by Subgroup

Norcross Elementary School’s academic success was the result of our professional learning community’s commitment to excel-
lence. We maintained high expectations for all learners, with a commitment to increase student achievement. Norcross Elemen-
tary was recognized as a Georgia Title I Distinguished School for making Adequate Yearly Progress for nine consecutive years. We 
attribute this high level of achievement to our continued focus on a number of initiatives. Norcross Elementary remains dedicated 
to providing high-quality learning experiences for students, parents, and staff.   

  An Extended Learning Time program is available to aid students for grade-level mastery and success in reaching state stan-
dards. In addition, students are supported through the AKS-Continuous Quality Improvement (AKS-CQI) Model, which 
incorporates data analysis, a yearlong instructional calendar, team time, target lessons, and frequent informal assessments to gauge 
students’ progress in mastering objectives. A differentiated model of instruction allows us to target instruction to each child’s 
individual academic needs based on academic strengths and areas needing improvement. 

  Students’ science learning was greatly enriched through the implementation of our interactive Science Lab, which was super-
vised by our science coach. Additionally, students increased inquiry-based skills through hands-on opportunities provided in the 
science special.

   The implementation of the Balanced Literacy Approach proved to be beneficial for targeting individual academic needs of 
our students. Balanced Literacy integrates technology through a variety of software programs, and the use of literacy coaches 
to support classroom teachers. In addition, side-by-side teaching and modeling for instructional staff by our coaches reinforced 
Quality-Plus Teaching Strategies throughout the school year. These research-based teaching techniques have been proven effective 
for students across grade levels and content areas.

  To promote mathematics achievement, our math coach and math specialist worked collaboratively to provide instructional 
support by modeling best practices, providing key resources, and offering intervention strategies. We have fully implemented 
Balanced Numeracy, with a focus on Guided Math and problem-solving. Norcross teachers routinely implement Quality-Plus 
Teaching Strategies, with an emphasis on learning enrichment. We anticipate all Norcross Elementary students will continue to 
show academic growth and achievement. 

• In the table above, only results for subgroups that meet the state-set minimum number of students are used to determine AYP

Norcross Elementary 
achieved AYP 

All 
Students

Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander Black Hispanic

American 
Indian/  
Alaskan White

Multi- 
Racial

Students 
with Disabili-

ties

Limited 
English 

Proficient
Economically 

Disadvantaged

Math Participation Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . . . . Achieved Achieved

Math Performance Achieved . Achieved Achieved . . . . Achieved Achieved

Reading/ELA Participation Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . . . . Achieved Achieved

Reading/ELA Performance Achieved . Achieved Achieved . . . . Achieved Achieved

This school achieved the state’s attendance standard for all students.

Norcross Elementary made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), meeting all of the state’s academic goals, testing participation 
requirements, and attendance standards.

Norcross ES Norcross ESGCPS GCPS

Note: In charts above, only subgroups with 10 or more students are reported. Results for groups smaller than the state minimum are not considered 
for AYP. The dotted line on each graph represents the state’s AYP standard in 2011. The charts above reflect spring and summer test administrations.  
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Norcross Elementary School
Other 2010–11 Highlights... 
• Norcross Elementary made AYP for the ninth year in a row to qualify 

as a Georgia Title I Distinguished School for the seventh consecutive 
year.  

• The Parent Center offered more than 100 parent seminars to enhance 
student learning and parenting skills. Topics included Technology, 
Curriculum, English Language Learners, Grade-Level Transitions, 
and Standardized Testing.

• In 2010–11, Norcross formed numerous business partnerships  
which continue to provide vital support to our students. 

• The counseling department fostered positive school community 
partnerships, such as the FLAME Project with the local fire station.

• Montage, an art exhibit to showcase artwork from all grade levels, 
attracted positive attention from many parents, students, and 
community members. Students’ artwork was displayed at the 
Instructional Support Center and at Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport.  

• “Home/School/Community Activities” included Open House/
Back-to-School Events, Math and Literacy Nights, and                              
multicultural events. 

• NES teachers facilitated, as well as participated in, local and county 
professional learning initiatives, which included Vision, Math, and 
Literacy Institutes.

• Our Annual Read Across America and National Children’s Book 
Week celebrations featured NFL players; politicians; and leaders 
from business, non-profit organizations, and the metro community 
to serve as guest readers. 

• The NES administrative team highlighted a faculty and staff  
member each month who exemplified leadership qualities.

• Students participated in extracurricular activities that included 
Operation Hope (Financial Literacy Awareness) and the I Choose 
Education Project/Fundraiser.

• The NES Signing Choir performed at Phillips Arena for an Atlanta 
Hawks (NBA) pre-game show. In addition, the NES Chorus 
performed at the Gwinnett Justice Center for the Annual Holiday 
Celebration.

• The Norcross Rotary Club and other community service organiza-
tions sponsored initiatives to support teaching and learning.

• Office Max and the “A Day Made Better” initiative recognized a 
NES teacher, for the second consecutive year, by providing addi-
tional teacher and classroom supplies/resources.

Gwinnett County Public Schools 
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The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence 
in academic knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student, 

resulting in measured improvement against 
local, national, and world-class standards. 

Norcross Elementary School
150 Hunt Street • Norcross, GA, 30071

(770) 448-2188 • http://www.norcrosselementaryschool.org/home.htm
Dr. Dora Hill, Principal

School Safety Perceptions
Based on responses* to 2010–11 RBES Perception 
Survey…
• 82.2% of students agreed or strongly agreed that 

they felt safe at Norcross Elementary.
• 94.8% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that  

their child’s school was safe.
* Reflects voluntary responses to parent and student perception surveys.
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2010–11 Student Data

 School Year School Year
09–10 10–11

Enrollment 1,006 1,027
+American Indian/Alaskan Native* 0% 0%
+Asian* 9% 8%
+Black/African American* 14% 16%
+Hispanic or Latino, any race 70% 69%
+Multiracial, two or more races* 2% 2%
+Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander* 0% 0%
+White* 5% 4%
Special Education 8% 6%
ESOL 24% 23%
Free/Reduced Lunch 89% 92%
Average Attendance 97% 97%

*Not Hispanic or Latino

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/

